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Advertiſement. 


HE . Writer of the following Diſcourſe is 
happy in an opportunity of making a 


of Glouceſter for the inſtruction received from 
his excellent Treatiſe on Government, and of 
_ apologizing for ſome Hints which have been 


—_—_— 


grateful acknowledgement to the worthy Dean 


taken from that Treatiſe. os 
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Py, 1 41. „ i 
46 My Son, fear thou the Lord and the King, and "PIE Eo | 
1 ale not with them that are given to change,” 


E- are aſſembled to exprefs our gratitude to 

the Almighty for the bleſſings of a regular 
Government, to implore the Continuance of his Lov- 
ing kindneſs to the King as ſupreme, and to all others . 0 
delegated by the King for the adminiſtration of jul⸗ —— 
tice, and the encouragement of religion and virtue. 1 = 
In which Solemnity we are paying no adoration at 5 | 
the Shrine of greatneſs and power, nor are we offer- 
ing the offenſive incenſe of adulation, as if our Rulers | 
were more chan Men. Paganiſm deified, and Popery 


B e canonized 


c 6 } 
 Ganonized ſome of the moſt arbitrary and ryrannical 
Monſters the World ever knew. But true Chriſtia- | 
nity has taught us better things: it has. however 
taught us.no. malignity againſt the higher powers, it 
has inculcated no levelling principles: it exhorts us 
by the holy Apoſtle, to make prayers, ſupplications and 
*rntercefſions for all men; for Kings and for all that are in 
© authority,” becauſe their conduct more materially al- 
feds the welfare of Society, * that we may lead a quiet 

and heaceable life i in all godlineſs and honeſty, ” that we 
may, without. interruption, conſcientiouſly. perform 
the religious and. the ſocial duties of Man. \ Every, 
Petition we offer up to the throne of Grace preſup- 
| poſes that we have reſolved to cheriſh and. improve- 
khoſe qualities and diſpoſitions, which are eſſential to 
the ſucceſs. of fuch Petition. And herein conſiſts the 
great advantage of Prayer, chat whatever outward 4 
good it may procure, whatever outward evil It may 
avert, it render us inwardly more humble, = 
ney more . and more peaceable: 
| bring 


2 — 


5 7 7 | 
brings us from che wanton, unjuſt o or at leaſt unpro- 
fitable accuſation of others, from groundleſs or in- 


effetual complaints. againſt 4 imaginary or inevitable 
Misfortunes to a ſerious and careful examination of 
ourſelves. And in order that on this occaſion our 
Meditations may co-operate with our Prayers, that 
the Underſtanding may ſtrengthen the impreſſions . 


made upon the heart, let us liſten to the advice of 
the Text, My Son, fear thou the Lord and the King, 


and meddle not-with them. that are given to change.. 
Which Words ſuggeſt to us. Firſt, the Connexion 
there is between the fear of the Lord and the fear of 


the King. Secondly, The Folly and W oh an in- 
ordinate deſire of. i innovation. ph 


. * 
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And firſt 5 Words ſu 3951 to us A: neceſſary Con- 
nexion between the Fear of God and the Fear of the 
King. Syſtematical Writers have: had. recourle 10 


ſome original compact between King and People, on 0 on 
which "ny 8 all Authority to be: founded ; 


they 


1 8 7: „„ of 
they have 45 farther inſiſted. upon it chat lian l is nas 
turally': an enemy to all Authority, and that he ori- 
ginally ſubmitted to it with rel actance, that the true 
Nature of Government has hitherto been but little 
unde rſiood, and that though the World has ſub- 
ſiſted almoſt fix thouſand. years, it remained ſor a fe 
enlightened Men of the. Preſent or preceding age, to 
diſpell that gloominels, and even thick darkneſs 
which has overſpread the whole World. But what 
is the real Truth? Kingdoms, like Individuals, have 


had their inſancy, their years of weakneſs and i 1gno- 
rance; they have grown gradually wiſer by experi- 


ence and richer by induſtry, the inconveniences and 
evils they have ſuffered have. taught them to reform 
abuſes, and to eſtabliſh, more wholeſome laws in 
future: ſucceeding Generations. have received with | 
Gratitude what their Anceſtors diſcovered by their 
| Wiſdom, or-purchaſed ſometimes. by the Loſs, and | 
often at the hazard of Life, and ſomething is daily 
added to Reagehen, the Bulwark of national Securi- 

f W 


ty 


% But does any one pretend to find perfeAtion, or 
muſt he remain diſquieted and perplexed til“ ie be 


found ? Neither reaſon nor Scripture warrant, but 


condemn fuch a Conduct in. the ſtrongeſt terms. 
Reaſon teaches us that we can mix in no Society 


without reſigning a part of our natural Liberty, (a 


part of ſuch Liberty as we ſhould have, could we 


ſubſiſt fingle,. independent and unfapported) and 


2 part of our private Judgment. And it muſt be 


a worſe Government than the World was ever yet 
aequainted with, which does not abundantly 


compenſate by protection and affiſtanee, the great- 


eſt conceſſions. which can be made. The utility ef 


many Laws can only be learnt by experience, aud 


ignorance and error will enter into every naman 
lnſtitution. But bat are theſe evils when com- 


pared wih fuch as aviſe from Anarchy and Confu- 


2— uo: 4 
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| lion, of which almoſt every nationi under heaven has = 
| had fatal experience, and o riſque che Lamb of 


” 
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yet we now ant then hear of the glory and luſtre and 
1 happineſs of theſe Kingdoms under him, Who tram- 

; pled u pon everything, to become poſſeſſed of ſupreme 
and arbitrary power. Our Anceſtors wiſely ap- 
pointed an annual Commemoration of that diſgrace- 
ful Part of our hiſtory, -in which the Murder of a 
pPious King was a Prelude to the deſtruction of Re- 
ligious and civil Liberty. It was doubtleſs their in- 
tention that Poſterity ſhould learn from this ſad 
Cataſtrophe, that even legal oppoſition ſhould be con- 
duced with Moderation, and that When the turbu- 


| lent. paſſions of Men are once let looſe, the moſt 
rational and diſcerning part of the C Community will | 
te the greateſt Sufferers. But the Sagacity of ſome 
Nen in theſe days has diſcovered; that this Murder 
was attended with good conſequences; and that the 
obſervante of a day of humiliation were better 
5 omitted. Leti us leave ſuch Men to their Meanneſs 5 
and Republicaniſm, and purſue the ſubject under con- 


adekarien. * is obvious: that Ds. reaſonable Being 
ſhould 
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x 4 11 1 
moulck 48 by ſome Law, and if he, who dent us into 
| the World, had ſo thought good, he 'might have | 
given to all Mankind a Syſtem of Laws whereby to 
regulate their Political Conduct. And yet even then 
theſe Laws could not have been executed; but by Men 
duly appointed and properly qualified; ſtill there 
muſt have been a difference of Rank between the | 
Governors, and thoſe whom they governed. 


— 


A hoſe b e which are ai to ſupply 
che wants and the Comforts of Life muſt always en- 
gage the Bulk of Mankind, and better were it to * 
kgn both the interpretation and the execution of the 
Laws to à few Individuals, than to call the Mechanick _ 
_ the Soldier from his regular Employment to one 
for which he is totally unqualified. Here then * | 
laid one Foundation of Civil Obedience. But when 
not only che Execution, but even the Enaction of 
Laws is left to the diſcrẽtion of Men, it: unavoidably 
"lon chat Tome. ſhould: devote "their? time to the 
1 1 TREO e arduous 
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arduous taſk of Jeliberating what laws will be con- 
ducive to the public good. And as it requires greater 


ability to interpret than to obey the Law, fo the 


Enaction of Laws requires ſtill greater than either. | 
Can it be ſuppoſed that the Almighty would make it 


neceſſary for the Wiſdom. of Man to form a Govern- 


ment, and yet not make obedience a duty? And it is 
a duty in the Governor as well as in the ſubject; a 
Law ſpeaks a Language, commanding the Attention 


of each. Even the great Lawgiver of Nature hath 
preſcribed Rules to himſelf: Infinite Wiſdom hath 
given Law to infinite goodneſs and power. How 
much more e is it, that weak, frail, de- 


pendent Creatures ſhould be reſtrained and protected 


by wholcfome and impartial Laws? And when the 


| foundation of thoſe Laws is laid in Virtue, the ob- 


fervance of them is conducive not only to public 


peace bur to private happineſs. The fear of Man 


hereby leads us to the fear of his difpleaſure who is 


* 


£4 , 

4 'T | 
i 
| 
, 
I 

b l 
YO} 


T2 - 4 
(overat parts « of our duty are ſo interwoven, that we 
| cannot cafily ſeparate them, we cannot find out an 
inſtance of Civil Obedience,: which does not include 
| in it ſome moral ans Even admitting an action to 
de in itſelf of an indifferent nature, the order and re- 
gularity, which it is calculated to eſtabliſh, gives it a 
rank, which, abſtractediy conſidered, i it could not 
haves Hence ariſes the obligation of human Laws 
in Matters of indifference, and whatever contributes 
to our | improvement in, morality, muſt, by the con- 
ſeſſion of the moſt, Zealous Advocates for Liberty, 
become a part of our duty to him, Who is not the 
Author of Confuſion, and. who, by. making us ſenſible 


of our wants. and. neceſſities, hath clearly enjoined 


the praformgaeg: of. eve Condition requiſite oe 
their ſupply. . 
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of the Lord and the fear. « of the King. let us learn 


Si 41 


| what Light ſcripture | hath, eon. pen the ſubject, 
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perhaps we hall OP told that che great deferenc | 
with. which. regal Authopley is treated in ehe Old 
Teſtament, - has miſled ms m3 j and chat as the Al. 
mighiy himſelf vouchſafed to appoint the King of 
Iragl, the title of che Lord's anointed cannot with 
propriety he applied te others. But when we con 
lider that she Prufl of one King is the ſame with the 
Truſt of another, chae they: are all conſtituted for 
the happincſs. of the | Srates/ which they govern, 
ame eee degree of power 
| granted them, à fimilar” de- 
ügnatien muſt create a ſimilar efaim. Aud let us 
aduert to that ese, in which, refpect was paid to the 
Menareh, ben his Kingdom was taken from him, 
and by that very perfon, whoſe Life he fought, „and 
who was appointed to ſucceed him. Twice he fpared 
his Life, and put to death the Meſſenger who. expec- F 
ted to have gained great honour and advantage by a 
falſe pretence of having f flain Saul, with this. ſevere 


Remonſiratce, * How, wall thounot fru e forth 
thine 
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s hind Sid to deſtroy the: 01 as anotatat: Pan. Thy blood 
« be upon thy head, becauſethy Mauth hath teflifed againſt 


*« thee, ſuying l have: flain the: Lord's Anointed.” The King 


hereby intended to teach him chat there was ſomethin 8 
awful and yenerablein fallen Majeſty; and that authori- 


ty itſelf would ſoon. fink into Contempt, unleſs per- 


ted with it. Nor is this che Maxim of a particular 
Government, or juſtified by peculiar Cireumſtances; 


it is juſlified.. by the conſent of all nations and the 
iadem, the Sceptre; the 
Purple and the Attendants are ſo many Emhlems and 
Momorials of the: Reverence due to Power. If, 
however, the advice and the example: of Men who 


practice of all ages I he 


lived under a Fbeocracy, will have no inflaence; 


let us pads on te thefo Limes in which--* the Seh, 
* was drfiarted from Judah ;" to thaſe times; in which 
Rome, the Miſtreſs. of the World, was. enſlaxed wed ; 


her own Governors.” Even then ou 
into no diſquiſuion eee 


right 


ſonal reſpect be paid to him, who is, ox has been, inveſ- 
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right t to tyrannize over another: whether: choſe. -pri- 
vileges, Which have been taken away, may not be 
recovered by Violence, whether national Refentment 
on ſuch occaſions be not highly commendable; No: 
he ſimply alks whoſe. image and ſuperſcription the 
tribute Money bore, And upon being unſwered, 


1 


Cæſar's, His Precept 1 is, * Render unta Cœſur the things 
* that are Cœſar's, and unto Cod the thing that are 
Gods, thus connecting Civil and Religious Obedi- 
ence together. Saint Paul in his Epiſtle tothe Romans, 
written in the time of Nero, enforces Submiſſion tothe 
higher powers, ar d declares that he who reſiſteth the 
power, reſiſtet h (not the Voice of the people but) the 
' Ordinance of God. Saint Peter writing to no one 
particular community or ſociety, but to the Strangers 
ſcattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Aſia and Bithynia, adminiſters the ſame wholeſome 
doctrine of obedience, Submit yourſelves to every ordi- 
nance of man for the Lords ſule, "whether ut be to thi | 


King as ſupreme or unto Govt nors, As. unte them that 
5 are 


Ti 5 5 

are ſent by him for the ne ah evil Dora: .and "Va 
the praiſe of them that do well. And in the ſame Epiſtle - 
he ſays, All of you be fubject one to another and be 
| cloathed with humility, As. if he had' ſaid: though 
there muſt be difference of rank in Civil Societies, 
and ſubmiſſion muſt of courſe be moſt of all the duty 
of Inferiors, yet there is a certain Senſe in which 
the humbleſt ſtations are entitled to deference and 
- reſpect, and theſe inſtances are not neceſſary to be 
pointed out to that Man, in whoſe heart humility 
dwells; every Moment of his life preſents him with 


opportunities of exemplifying by his Kindneſs, and 
and even by his outward deportment, the reſpect 
due to every one, whoſe induſtry and ingenuity con- 
tribute ſomething to the public good. A Benefactor | 
in the ſmalleſt degree is entitled. to our Gratitude, Y 
| and upon the ſame principle that we are deen to 
him, © who hath given us all things richly to enjoy,” w 

muſt be thankful in proportion to choſe , are 
inſtruments of his Gaodnels. 
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by way of eminence, and the Heb! 
which. ſignifies Prince, includes in it the idea of 
Liberality and Beneficence Though our Saviour 


x 18 J 
Princes have had the appellation of Benefadors 
rew word (n) 


may appear to peak with mpt of earthly au- 
thority, when he draws a comparifon between 
worldly Pre-eminence, and that pre- eminence after 


which the Apoſtles were commanded to aſpire, yet no 


ſuchcontempt is infact implied. The Purport of his ar- 
gument in the '22d Chapter of Saint Luke ſeems to 
be this. You are contending amongſt yourſelves 


0 * which: ſhall be the greateſt, and this you do in con- 


8 formity to the Maxims of the World: You ſee 


men inveſted with dignity and authority through- 


out the Kingdoms of the earth, and every degree 
« of reſpect is paid to their exalted Station: the Peo- 
ple willingly obey them and bow. down before 
%4 them, deſend them by their arms, and ſupport 
them by their Tribute. You are dazzled with the 
8 Splendour that ſurroundst them, you are ſtudious 
1 1 5 7 
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« of the onours which are paid to them. But the 
10 greatneſs you are to aim at is of a different” kind, 
© greatneſs to be acquired by humility and conde- 
ſcenſion, by a performance of the kindeſt offices, 
„of which I have given you an example in my own 


Conduct. I have explained to you by action, more 
© flrongly than words could explain, what an infinite 


degree of ſuch humility and condeſeenſion you 
ceught to practice : I have placed myſelf in the 
Character of a menial Servant and have waſhed 
* your feet; What inſtruction can, be more intelligi- 
ble? Vet do not think that your. faithful Services 
„ ſhall go unrewarded, that all your Labours ſhall 

" end in nothing but Mortifieation and Suffering. 
No: as you have been faithful to me, ſo will I be 
faithfulito you, as you have hitherto continued 
with me notwithſtanding the ſcoffs and revilings 

and porſecutions of the Jews, I will confer upon 
you ꝓrereminence ſuited to the nature of my Reli - 


— 


gion, I wil confer upon you Dominion of; the ſame 


nature 


3 4 
“ nature with that which my Father hath conferred 
5 upon me, Dominion not of this World, for then 
« would I have armed you with temporal. power to 

acquire and preſerve it, but Dominion ol a ſpiritu- 
241 nature, which ye cannot yet throughly: under- 
3 „ ſtand. but which muſt be deſcribed under Simili- 
* tudes drawn from earthly Juriſdiction: you may 
however conclude that it will confer upon You all 
« the honour and all the Pleaſure JOU; ſhall be * 
ble of enjoying.” 


In all this 8 not one word can be found 
which in the leaſt depreciates human authority; and 
as well might we refuſe our natural Suſtenance, be- 
cauſe our Bodies ſhall hereafter be changed and ex- 
empted from want and infirmity, as refuſe obedience 
to the earthly Magiſtrate, becauſe the time is ſhortly 
coming, when all our homage ſhall be paid to the 
King of heaven only. The neceſſity in both caſes 
_ ariſes from. our ew of "twig: amor na 


probation. he 1 SHE. a 
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| The Fearof God and of theKing are 2110! intimate- 
Iv connected as xhi y have a common Tendeney to 
check the Way: ard and the fetiſh Paſſions. The Civil , 
Magiſtrate is not the only perſon, to whom the Al- 
mighty hath delegated authorfty for our Support | 
and Welfare. As foon as we are born we ſeem 


formed only ſor obedience, being altogether unable 
to govern or even help ourſelves, and we are trained : 
up in ſubjection. And when from the condition of 
human things, the parental charge devolves. upon 
others ſor our improvement in knowledge and vir- 
tue, a ſuitable degree of deference i 1s required on our 
Part. But ſoon, too ſoon alas! we diſcover the i im- | 
petuoſity and perverſeneſs of our nature. We are 
impatient | under. the Yoke which it is neceſſary to 
bear, we diſpute the propriety of that diſcipline 
which it 1s neceſſary to undergo: and let the Prus 
dence of our Inſtructors be ever ſo. great, let our 
| habits of obedience be ever ſo confirmed, yet. the 
Moment the refiraint is taken away or relaxed, we 

1 FEE oo OD 


ſhew a tendency to * We can ſei innu- 
merable. imperfeQions in every. regulation and in 
every Law, till ſeriouſneſs and reflection ſoften our 
Reſentment and i improve. our Candour, till the 
benign Spirit of Chriſtianity incline us to long ſuf- 
ering, goodnels, gentleneſs, to make allowances fot 
the infirmities of thoſe who frame and of thoſe who 
execute the Laws, to wave the conſideration ofparti- 
cular hardſhips where the general good i is conſulted 
or at leaſt intended, and to learn the comforts of 
Nudying to be quiet. and to. do our. oαο bufineſs: 
To theſe comforts an inordinate deſire of innovation 
is ſo hoſtile, that we are naturally led in e ſecond | 
Place t to conſider the folly. and danger of it. 
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Every Innovator ſets out with complaints 752 great 1 
and intolerable abuſes, and alarms Men with. appre- 
henſions chat their property is wantonly, taken from 
them, and laviſhly expended, and that their very Li- 
berty i is in danger. He will reſer to > diflant period 
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1 23 1 
of our hiſtory,” i in which the principles of the Conſti- 
tution were ſacred and inviolate, when Magna 
Charta Was obtained, when Parliaments were annual, 
when Repreſentatives vouchſafed to receive Inſtruc- 

tions from their Conſtituents; when difintereſtedneſs 
and public Spirit actuated every Member of the Le- 
giſlature, when Prerogative was confined within 
narrower Limits, and corrupt influence could not 


prevail. And when Arguments drawn from our 
own Hiſtory ate exhaufted, he will refer us to the 


happy Days of Greece and Rome, when the People 
| enjoyed uninterupted Freedom and Proſperity, and 
Merit only was rewarded ; when the nobleſt Services 

were io be a while forgotten, leſt the Hero, who had 

performed them, ſhould arrogate too much to him- 
ell. And as if the hiſtory of paſt times were inſufi- 
cient, he can add a prophecy of exquiſite happineſs 
and uninterupted liberty to thoſe Regions which will 
flouriſh without a King, and without Novllity, When 
the mind 1s duly ſoured by theſe inſinuations, w hen 


it 
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1 Sas. conceived a thorough, en of all aha are 
put in authority over us, then 1 ignorant or turbulent 
Men are called forth from. the eir. regular employment 
to dictate to the Senate, to condemn by cenſure, or 
extol by 1 their Praiſes, perſons Who deſerve neither 
the one nor the other, and to overrawe the freedom of | 
public deliberation, then the infallible. Remedy 18 
| propoſed, a Remedy for all the Evils. we may here- 
after ſuffer, the people are flattered as the fountain 
of all authority, and are beſought by every thing ſa- 
cred and dear to them to oppoſe uſurpation, and to 
5 guard againſt future Encroachments. Thus Jealouſy 

and Malignity are excited, and if they return to their | 
habications outwardly peaceable, their inward 
peace 1s totally deſtroyed. NY longer obey 

the Laws with Cheerfulneſs, and Wealth and Power, 
which at all times excite Envy, are now. beheld with 
abhorrence. 


a 'Tis true that an Wee rene and: expenſive War 
has brought upon the People immenſe * but 
the 


+ 3) 
the moſt cenſorious muſt confeſs ihat thoſe Bur. 
dens fall upon a part of the community beſt able to 


bear them. And if che weight of chem mall be | 
ra ning Luxury, and encoura ging 


inſtrumental in reſt 
induſtry, even our Misfortane may turn ts our ad- 
vantage. As to dur Liberty, every Shadow of an 
Encrbachment upon it is guarded againſt with a jea- 
_lous eye, and in many inſtances the rigout of the 
" Line is ſoftened by the humanity with which they 
are executed. In former Periods 'of eur Uiſtoty 
when were” 'thofe boafted” Haleyon Days enjoyed! 5 | 
Did chey exiſt in the infancy of Parliaments, and in 
the infaney of Commerce, when the Pride of the 
Barens and others poſſeſſed of extenſive Domains, 
cauſed | one part of the Legiſlature | x0 Took down 
upon the other with Contempt, when the Country 
was governed by a Num ber of inferior but arbitrary 
Kings, whoſe wilt was their Law, and 'who led out 
| Xecute- every vindictive Meaſure 
zaprice” could diate? Was not 
0 Pn ng 
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Magna Charta itſelf Be by. the Fealquly which 
one party entertained of the other? Was. Prerogative 


either properly underſtood, or confined within. the 


Limits of Law in thoſe early Ages? Or was, it not 
rather the Misfortune Or Iofatuation , of ſome of. our 
| later Kings to,,extend it no farther chan it had been 
extended before, and yet to feel. the peculiar Hard: 
ſhips of ſq doing, becauſe they lived in times when 
A Spirit, of Enquiry | prevailed, and Mankind grew 
more enlightened; 5 we In. the numerous Revolutions 
which happened, in the numerous Conteſts carried 
on with various Succeſs between the two Houſes, did 
not the new Monarchs convene Parliaments ſufficient- 
17 diſpoſed to coincide with their Inclinations ? Had 
it been poſſible for- Repreſentatives to. receive Inſtruc⸗ | 
tieng from their Conſtituents, how.narrow and cir- 
cumſcribed was the office of the-Legiflature'; How 
| burdenſome was it deemed to: ſend Delegates, how 
burdenſome was it to be choſen. We cannot therefore 


wander that thofe who: thought, their: is 2 


TX 2 


— 
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hardſhip ſhould: wiſh. to ſhorten it's duration, and 
that when Subſid ies were to be granted, they ſhould 
conſult rheir Conſtituents how much they were able to 
contribute. It does by no means follow: that they 
thought themſelves obliged to conſult them i in every 


upon others, much. leſs does it follow that he who 
can receive Inſtruction from the whole world, from 
the wiſdom and experience of paſt ages as well as of. 
che preſent, ſhould have Reeourſe to one diſtrict, be 
it ever ſo conſide rable and extenſive. It is much more 
conſiſtent with his honour and his dignity. to Took 
upon himſelf as the Guardian of the general intereſt 
of his Fellow fubjects, and compelled, if ſuch*a | 


them by hogs he is delegated. to the good of the 
1 at large. And if. this principle prevail 
in full force, the conduct of a Senator wit be the 
lame whether depu ed by ten or ten thouſand: But 


iuſlance, or that their opinion would be binding 


caſe ſhould happen, to ſacrifice the advantage of 5 


it is ſaid that Corruption will, yy hes n Plart ; 
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of :reformation be totally prevented. As long as 
Men are frail, Property and power and ambition and 


avarice and reſentment will influence their condud 


under any circumſtances:; and theſe' Advocates for 


the people little conſider that ſhould they ſucceed, 
they will bring the Government nearer to that which 
in ſome Moments and on ſome occaſions they com- 
plain of its having already become an Ariſtocracy. 


4 


Recourſe is had to the hiſtories of Greece and 


Rome but where do we find that uninterupted Proſ- 
perity and Tranquility ſo much boaſted of? The 
Deliverers of their Country from Slavery are com- 
memorated with proper gratitude, and the recovery 
of liberty is celebrated with heartfelt ſatisfaction. 


But are there no complaints of the turbulence of the 
people, their deſire of change, their clamours againſt 


the nobility, their ingratitude to their faithful Ser- 
vants, their caprice in beſtawing honours, / their ac- 


ance of ihrs their obſtinacy, . ignorance, 


their 
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their leceſſions ꝰ What may be the happineſs of the 
new Republick as neither we nor our Adverſaries can 
foretell, ſo no argument can be drawn from thence. 
We have as yet diſcovered. no inſtances of unbounded 
Liberality of Mind, we have as yet found no Relaxa- 
tion of ſlavery. As yet. ſome of the boaſted and every 
where undiſputed rights of mankind are witheld 
from a part of their People, and who may in ſom? 
future day pradtiſe the leſſon which their Taſkmaſ- 
ters have taught them. Power amongſt ourſelves i 1s 
not therefore more burdenſome, becauſe ſome 'pol- 
ſeſs it by inheritance. He, whoſe Mode of Educa- 
tion, and whoſe Mode of thinking are adapted to the 
Station which he muſt neceſſarily fill, will ſometimes 
ill it with more dignity ahd more propriety chan 


one who is unexpettedly called forth by clamour and 
an affectation of popularity, with a mind perhaps 
narrow, unimproved; and illiberal, though poſſeſſed 
of ſome degree of ſagaeity, artifice -and cunning. 
| Thas the exceptions are many, doo ny” is not 
1 denied; 
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denied; but they.a are as many on on ſide ol the 


queſtion as on the other; and it is ſome conſolation 


under all the complaints of diſregarded Merit, that 
it is more frequently rewarded: in this Country than 
in any other, and. that ſome of the firſt Stations are 
| filled by Men, whoſe Abilities commanded reſpect 
and Encouragement, without the. aid of hereditary 
10 Fa: 


tt were undoubtedly to be wiſhed EN every. - Man 


1 every State ſhould poſleſs influence proportioned 
to his Wiſdom and Integrity : but the eſtimation of 
that Wiſdom and that integrity is vague and uncer- 
rain. Inheritance, therefore, property and peculiar 

ſituations. have conferred privileges, which no diſcre- 
tion of Man could have diſtributed impartially. And 


indeed if Providence i in this ſtate of probation cauſes 
the Misfortunes and the Miſconduct of the Father to 


affect the Son, if honour and infamy not only deſcend, 
but ſpread themſelves collaterally Fg Families 


" 


and 
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and T ribes, we cannot ſurely wonder that many of 
us do not poſſeſs what our Anceſtors were content 
either never to have had or to relinquiſh. In days 
of ſavage rudeneſs, property as well as privilege 
muſt have been frequently ſeized and retained by 
violence, but a wiſe Man thinks it better to enjoy in 
Security what he has, than to graſp at Uncertaiaties 
by tumult and rapine. The People, in ſhort,” have 
| reſigned the power of making Laws into the hands of 
the Legiſlature, and it can neither be juſt nor pru- 
; dent to reſume that power, unleſs compelled by a 
neceſſity which as yet has not happened, and we truſt 
never will: and we may conclude with the judicious 
Hooker, that“ ſith the cuſtom. of eaſineſs to alter 
and change is ſo evil, no doubt but to-bear a tolera- 
rable ſore is better than to venture on a dangerous 
; Remedy.” But as the love of Novelty is natural' to 
the human Mind, let us confine ourſelves: to thoſe 
experiments, which, if not always ſucceſsfut, will 
be attended with no- inconvenience 3 experiments, 
which 
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; which may add to the comfort. or the, innocent 
| amuſement of life, which may unfold ſome of the 
ſecrets of nature, or ſtrengthen uſeful truths alread 
communicated. And if we want leiſure or ability ic 
render men wiſer, let us endeavour. to make them 
better, let us. endeavour to, repreſs licentiouſaeſs and 
| reſtore the influence of true Religion, let us exempli 
fy. in our own Conduct the government of the 
- paſſions inſtead of inflaming them, let us circum: 
ſcribe our wants, ſo ſhall neither prodigality. make 
us dependent, nor diſappointment render us diſcon- 
tented, ſo ſhall our Learning not be proſtituted to 
the Purpoſes of Flattery or Malignity, our minds 
will preſerve their proper elevation, and in execu- 
ting the venerable offices of public Inſtructors, we 
Hall inculcate the general duty of obedience without 
Subtleties either unintelligible, or unprofitable, and 
without any partiality except on the {ide of Religion 


and Virtue, not as Men pleaſe rs, but as the Servants 
; of God.- 0 whom. kc. | 


